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ANNUAL MEETINGS 


OF THE 


LIBERATION SOCIETY. 


COUNCIL MEETING. 


The annual meetings of the supporters of this 
were held on Wednesday, May Sth. The meet- 
the Council took place in the City Terminus 

Hotel. —_—— present were—Mr. Wm. 
Edwards my (Rowe Miall, M.P., Mr. —- 
worth, M.P., Mr. Robert Kell (Bradford), Mr. 

Hanson (Brad , Mr. W. Green, Mr. H. R. 


N. idge, Mr. H. 8. Skeats, Rev. F. Trestrail, 
Dr. E. B. Underhill, Rev. John Keed (Acton), Rev. 
John Pillans, Rev. A. King, Rev. E. White, » I. 
V. Mummery, Mr. A. Miall, Rev. R. H. Smith, Rev. 
A. Hannay, Rev. Charles Williams (Southampton), 
Mr. T. ©. Turberville, Professor ope 
The CuarrmMaN, in opening the 
marked upon the im vearaien which their 
were upon the public mind. Their success 
espouse now to be in the hands of others, bat they 
ves looked for support throughout the country. 
He believed that had it not been for the contributions 
which the friends of the society had given for the Inst 
three years, the Irish Cha question would not 
occupy the prominent position that it did at the 
present time. Those contributions had enabled them 
to agitate with success throughout the provinces. He 
ep that their exertions would not relax. They 
yet a great educational work to carry on, and the 
nearer the application of their principles came to their 
daily life, the harder would be their struggle. The 
report would be found to be of an ee cba- 
racter, and he believed that the meeting would have 
as great pleasure in listening to it as it had in former 
years. (Cheers.) 
Mr. J. Canvett Witi1iaMs, in presenting the 
of the executive committee, first referred to 
the abolition of compulsory Church-rates. The - 
ration of the new law would, no doubt, call for 
watchful observation to prevent any abuse of the 
legal facilities still afforded to Episcopalians ; but any 
inconvenience which might attend the working of the 
new Act A committee wy would be «4 _ 
porary unimportant, in compsrison wit 0 
accomplishment of one of the objects of the Society — 
the discontinuance of compulsory exactions for reli- 
gious Mr. Haedfield’s measure, to insist 
upon the rights of Nonconformist ministers to officiate 
at interments in the parochial churcbyards, as the 
common burial-place of the parishioners, had the 
hearty sympathy of the committee. The state of 
ublic business, however, rendered it impossible for 
Mr. Hadfield to take a vote of the House of Commons 
on his measure, and might prevent his doing so 
during the present session. Mr. M‘Laren had had to 
encounter the same difficulty in connection with his 
bill for the gradual abolition of the exaction which 
Dissenters of Edinburgh have to pay for the support 
of the Established clergy of that city—a bill w 
was defeated last session, but which, the committee 
were glad to know, would receive largely-increased 
support in the present Parliament. committee 
anticipated with undiminished confidence the success 
of the efforts made to extend to the entire nation the 
advantages afforded by the Universities and colleges 
of Oxford and Cambridge, although the measure in- 
tended to effect that object had had to encounter 
unlooked-for obstacles. The bill for withdrawing, 
after the deaths of the ey recipients, the grants 
of 20,300/. a year to the bishops, clergy, and cate- 
chistes of the Church of England in Jamaica and 
other West India islands, was regarded as a significant 
fact. The Governor had already, with the concur- 
rence of the Home Government, thrown upon the 
ian congregations the church expenses 
hitherto defrayed by an annual vote of the Assembly, 
and it might reasonably be ex that the injustice 
of extracting 30,000/. a year from a poor and heavily- 


ings, re- 
neiples 


taxed people for the religious ins i 
fourth of the worshipping population, 
abolished. During the general 
mittee, by lectures and had 
minds of the electors to the great question of 
re Irish Church. Their efforte had been 
ive as to surpass their most sanguine expecta- 
tions. Of the total number of Li members, 
there were but six who were not known to 
to the continuance of the Irish Establishment. 


return to Parliament of four of their own body 
satisfaction to the committee. 


are 
be a duty at the t time to warn 
may be incurred 


it to 
the society's friends of the danger 


from any relaxation of energy or of vigilanos in the continued aon 


pursuit of the seciety's object. 
He said he was struck with the advance of his own 
denomination upon this question. Twenty-five years 
ago it was at the Baptist Union to send 
to the Anti-State Church Conference. There 
was 6 Wery 6 opposition to that 
Rev. J. Howard Hinton, Dr. Murch, and others bein 
opposed to it. Under the leadership, however, o 
r. Cox and Charles Stovel, a de ion was sent 
—(cheers)—and Mr. Hinton, himself, took part in 
the first triennial conference; and, as was said, his 
doing so was worth a bushel of ordinary men. At 
present, however, the Baptists sent a delegation, and 
there was not asingle voice against the proceeding, 
and that was the case with other religious bodies. 
ee rs.) E Sage years ago, for a W “the chjeots 
tendent to have ex with the objects 
of their meeting would have Been rine incredible, 
and might have been attended with unpleasant con- 


sequences to himself; but in Cornwall this had been | 


witnessed. The fact was, a ee les 
more growing ; yes, even in the Church iteelf. iten 
of different opinions in the Church of England were 
seeing that the time was come to look at the ques- 
tion which the Liberation Society had been agitating 
for so many years. There were many men in Parlia- 
but the Boglish Church disestablished. He heartily 
t the shed. 

con the Society u the return of Mr. 
Miall to Parliament, and alluded to the spread of 
Free Church ples, first, in Hamburg, through 
Mr. Oncken’s » and through towns 
alg ons lg . 

. H. SProgr, jun., secon the report's adop- 
tion, as one who ted long held Liberation 
views, but who, until the present time, had not felt 
called upon to express them. He was exceedingly 
glad to see that they had allies in unexpected quarters, 
and referred es y to a recent article in the 
Pall Mall Gazette, which admitted that no hope was 
to be seen in the future, apart from the voluntary 
principle. He urged Nonconformists to action 
to bear upon the Government with regard to the edu- 
cational questions of the day. If they could educate 
their youth without any distinction of belief, 


they would find that they could live together without 
interfering with the common work of life. He 
believed, however, that there was a great s 6 


before them. The end had not yet come. If their 
fundamental principles were right, they could afford 
to await for the issue of the struggle. Perhaps, in- 
deed, it would be well to wait until they won such 
momentum that even the defeated party would accept 


the ‘om wy , ee 
The Rev. T. W. Matrurws, Boston, confirmed the 
remarks of Dr. Stock, and gave instances of the 
spread of Liberation principles throughout Prussia, 
amburg, and in the northern of Germany. 
He believed that Mr. Oncken’s faithfulness in Ham- 


burg had given an impulse to religious freedom 
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in which it was now more 


the period of its existence, 
ed. He referred to the several 
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legislature in which the Society 
, and gave some general results of its 


he 


immediately engag 


as interested 


of Southampton, 


first resolution as follows :— 


The Rev. Cuartzs Wi1114Ms, 


then moved the 
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number of representatives 


it has evimesd to apply 


capeerten in the sew Parlia- 
t @iay to the ecalesiastioa! circumstances of 
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, Mr. Chairman, that this resolution 
the Government into the House of 
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Church. We remember that only about a 


Every one of us is both glad 
artial adoption by the co 
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himself seemed to anticipate the time when this great 
nation should not only abolish penal laws, but also 
do away with Acts of Parliament, and take the Pro- 
testant religion not as a command from the State, 
~ as me invitation from the Saviour, and ask 
e e not to obey the Sovereign in attending 
Sey —— but to honour and reverence 
by receiving his message. (Cheers.) Should 
there be - doubts about Wesley's 
Churchism, I will give an extract his 117th 
sermon. He says—* From the time that the Church 
and State—the kingdoms of Christ and the world— 
were 50 mye) rows unnaturally blended together 
in the days of Constantine, and heathen- 
ism were so thoroughly in with each other, 
that they will ha ever be divided till Christ shall 
come to reign on the earth.” State-Churchiem, asc- 
cording to Mr. Wesley, must be looked as 8 
combination of Christianity and heatheniem ; and, I 
would say to all our Wesleyan friends, “If you are 
true to your founder, you will heathenism 
from Christianity. (Cheers.) Unite with us in a 
movement to effect that deliverance of the Churches 
from State control, which evidently Mr. beng te 
as no small calamity.” — hear.) ith 
e help, then, of many of our tant wy 
laity, and of large numbers of Wesleyans, we did 
to secure 8 majority at the last general elec- 
And have we not a right to be very glad and 
suuneh shoctions | I x 4 one am — a that 
t ion issued so speedil exit 
of men who seem to me to trefiic in the 
pre) of bigots, and to barter away rare ability 
place and power; and should it have 
fed been the effect of the last general 
in to this country would have been 
immense, for I hold it to be « disgrace to any nation 
chief Minister of the Crown and the 
House of —— ~ & man who 
from v a tactician, 
mame (alee Not more grate- 
that the result of the 


tion. 


(Cheers.) We are delighted and thankful to see 
associated with him the 
as faithful to usin the midnight of our history, as 
well as now when the sun shines upon us—a man of 
unfal devotion toa life of political integrity and 
religious hi . John Bright—(loud cheers)—will 

e himself, I am confident, more than ever worthy 
of the trust ofthe nation. (Cheers.) But while we 


rejoice in our success, our gratitude is for 
the triumph of the truth, the i the Liberal 
party—that is, by the vast the British 


our principles. It is impossible to forget 
this evening themen who fo our battle when 
statesemen were indifferent politicians careless, 
Nonconformists themselves too often unfriendly. 


: 


princi of religious freedom, 
would have been ours. We 
; to such men as Dr. Cox, 

hearted John Burnet, Robert 
tol, and Dr. Price. (Loud cheers.) 
banner, and contended for the 
the army was very small, its resources 
ite future far from bright. 


on 
right when 
slender, and 


In the right with two or three. 


(Appleuse.) And this moral courage characterised the 
of the British Anti-State-Charch Association. 


s tribune, who was | j 


war with State-Churchiem and | the 


famine in Isracl. And why? because Saul 
their king had killed the Gibeonites. And who were 
the Gibeonites? The meanest of God’s ministers; 


tabernacle. And will He not much more punish 
who dare to rob Him in His church? 
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® question was raised and a principle virtually affirmed 
by the popular voice which couid not fail to produce 
important consequences, but because there were signs 
that a new life and spirit bad been infused into the 


ning 
religion owes not to the State, but 
to the Seviour. ¢, sir, inherit the conflict. 
The war is not over yet. This Irish Church 


but an outpost. Already our opponents are 
sharpening their swords and marshalling their forces 
for another trial of . Next time the battle 
at the question of what is 
Ob property. Our friends in the opposite 

cam le themselves, and try to convince the 


_ of the host—a man 
whose critical works have us under great obliga- 
tion—Dr. Wordsworth, tho new Bishop of Lin- 
coln — gives a very definite account of the 
ine held by many Churchmen—the opinion 
which he is In a 


the worthy doctor ssys: — “The tithes 
and endowments of the Church of Ireland do not 
, nor do they belong 

Catholics, nor do they belong to the 
f Ireland, nor do they belong to the 
as their usufructuary and 

Almighty God.” On 
:— Brethren, 
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civil Pt foreien P If so, hearken to His 
words, ‘Ye have robbed me. But ye say, 
wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and 
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Mr. t Dowsz, M.P. for Londonderry, sup- 
ported the resolution, and said that, as Mr. Miall 
said when tiret entered the House of Commens 
this session, that he came with a message from 
without, so he came to pollen RA 1 
from within, and he could* assure them that 
House of Commons was ite duty to the 
country. last election 
was that of great mistake 
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minor agents. We have been carried forward, it 
may be, by the front wave of the tide, which is 
breaking upon the shore; but, whatever may 
become of us, and whatever may become 
of our work, of one thing I remain perfeotly 
confident, that within the time, say, of fifty or a 
hundred years, this question of Charch and State 
will be looked back upon by Christendom as one of 
the mysteries of which they cannot under- 
stand, and how men should ever have th men 


oo wey F set apart to teach 
trath and Christian dootrine—how they 
could have thought that spiritual fidelity could be 
increased in the world by employing worldly, and 
imperial, and sometimes physical force is one of 
those deep problems of the wonderfalness and mar- 
vellousness of human natare that our posterity will 
be unable to understand. Weocommit that mystery 
to them. We will do our best to clear up our part 
of it, and in all our fatare dealings we shall have, at 
all events, this consolation, that we have from the 
beginning attached more im to God's 
“ought ” than to man’s“ shall.” (Loud applause.) 

Dr. Saxpwita seconded the resolution, and in 
doing so confirmed the statements which Mr. 
Richard had made with respect to Wales. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

The Rev. Samvuzt Marti, of Westminster, 
moved :— 
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community will rely on the 
instead of on the sup- 
Bute, That, attributing this 
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advance of public sentiment in favour of the Society's aims, 
in great pda med of the advocates of Volun- 
taryiem, it A it and 
realised. 

Mr. Martin 

have liked 

preached by 

when aa , 

Dean and the Vicar of Frome 

time for Establishments was passing away, it showed 


there was something like » conviction of fact 
in the minds of members of the Church of England. 
He ridiculed the Felix and Paul argument of the Bishop 
of Peterborough, and he could assure them that for 

irty years he had been sustained by his congrega- 
tion as he thought he ought to be sustained, but he 
had never seen the Felix. He was attached to the 
igion was more than 


i 


religious 

everything free, by which that ki which was 
i and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost 
sa, ape established and spread over God's wide, 
Mr. Canvett Writiams seconded the resolution 
and responded to the 
Mr. Richard on of his Welsh brethren. The 
resolution was carried. 

On the motion of the Rev. E. Waits, seconded 
by Mr. Rosrysow, of Bristol, a vote of thanks was 
pmol ng the Chairman, and the proceedings ter- 

t 


—— 


PUBLIC BREAKFAST 


TO 


MR. EDWARD MIALL, M.P. 


On Thursday morning a numerous company of the 
friends of Mr. Edward Miall assembled at «a 
lic breakfast at the Oity Terminus Hotel, 
non-street. Among those t were Mr. 
Maguire, M.P., Mr. M’Laren, M.P., Mr. Richard, 
MP, Mr. Evan Richards, M.P., Mr. A. Liling- 
worth, M.P.. Rev. ©. Nevile, Dr. Underhill, 
Mr. William Edwards, Rev. J. M. Wilks, Mr. Joseph 
cer, of Manchester, Mr. Oarvell Williams, Rev. 

. Trestrail, Mr. H. RB. Ellington, Mr. William 
Baines, of Leicester, Rev. J. Pillans, Mr. J. Nunneley, 
of Har h, Mr. BE. 8. Robinson, of Bristol, Rev. 
G. Gould, of Norwich, Rev. ©. Williams, of South- 
ampton, Mr. 8. Baines, of Leicester, Rev. J. Kennedy, 
Mr. J. J. Curwen, Mr. J. ham, Rev. P. W. 
Clayden, Mr. J. Tem , P.R.GS., Mr. J. M. 
Hare, Rev. H. T. , of Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Rev. T. Penrose, Mr. T. Minshull, of Wrexham, , 
W. Griffith, of Derby, Mr. A. H. Dymond, Rev. R. 
Spears, Mr. G. J. Cockerell, Mr. Jas. Spencer Bell, 
Col. Cowell Stepney. 

Letters « ing for absence were read from 
Mr. Hadfield, P., Mr. Hardcastle, M.P., Mr. 
Gilpin, M.P., Mr. Candlish, M.P., Mr. Whitworth, 
MP. Mr. Carter, M.P., Mr. P. A. Taylor, M.P., 
Right Hon. John Bright, M.P., Mr. J. W. Pease, 
MP., Mr. ©. Reed, M.P., Mr. Crum-Ewing, M.P., 
Sir G. Young, Revs. A. Good, Dr. Brock, W. 
Brock, Jun., C. H. 8 pare, De. Angus, Jas. Mar- 
tineau, J. Fletcher, J. Hinton, G. W. Conder, 
Stafford Allen, Esq. (London), Titus Salt, jun., Esq. 
(Brad‘ord), and the Hon, Auberon Herbert, 

At the conclusion of the breakfast, on the motion of 
Mr, Exuixetoy, Mr. Henry Richard, M.P., was voted 
to the chair. 

The Cuaremay then rose to ative She meeting, 
and was received with great lause. He said: 
Ladies and gentlemen, I inly hardly know the 
ground which I am invited to :ccupy this 
pealilen this mesning, axles it be, as it lus been in- 


which had been made by 


timated by Mr. Ellington, that Mr. Miall and myself 
have been so associated in public works 
of various kinds that we almost deserve to be called 
ancient comrades. He has helped me always skil- 
fally and cordially, though not so tly as he 
ought to have done—(laughter and cheers)—in en- 
deavouring to promote “ peace on earth and goodwill 
among men”’—and I have helped him a little, as 
rtunity afforded, in the great work to 
which he has dedicated his life; so = I think we 
may say—employing the expression—only in a moral 
conse, mind-vin the language of the post, thet— 

In many an arduous and well foughten field 

We've held together in our ohivairy. 
(Cheers.) Now, wecan look across some thirty years 
since Mr. Miall made a covenant with himself, took a 
vow to dedicate his life to. one distinct and definite 


sistently and so honourably. (Hear, hear.) There 
is something that commands our respect always in 
this kind of calm determination, by which & man, 
instead of abandoning himself, as it were, to the 
chances of fortune, decides his own destiny in life, 
so much as a man can do so, by the of his 
will—places a mark before his eye towards oo he 
works upward with unswerving constancy of purpose. 
(Cheers.) You remember how striking! Secsuier 
tells the story of the young Warren Frastings, the 
last scion of a family that had possessed ample 
estates in Worces acre of which had 
been dissipated and lost—how when he was seven 
years old, | on the bank of a little rivulet 
running through his ancestral domains he formed 
within his mind a scheme at that moment which 
he never lost sight of through all the turns of his 
eventful life—that he would restore the ruins of 


would write the “ History of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire,” and from that hour forward 
for years it in view until he had accomplished 
this task, and built perhaps the finest monument of 
historic ing and genius to be found in our lan- 


will, and persistency of p which it implies ; 
bat to my mind it is a far nobler thing, and deserving 
of a.far higher degree of admiration, when a man 


constancy t 
ld on to his 
course without being tarned aside either by the bitter 
assaults of open enemies, or by the insidious advice 
of candid friends, who are the foes of a man’s own 
household, and are sometimes more formidable than 


his purpose, by which he was able to 


Open enemies. (Hear, hear.) But, lest you should 
misunderstand the expression I bave just let drop 
about foes in his own household, I must be per- 
mitted to say one word even at the hazard of occa- 
sioning some distress to a dear friend of mine who 
is siti at the right hand of Mr. Miall. 
Mr. Miall in the great work to which he has 
consecrated his life, hes hed a true yoke-fellow in 
his excellent wife; for I have often heard him 
say that though naturally she is of a vO? timid 
and anxious disposition, yet through all the difficul 
ties and trials of the early career of Mr. Miall she 
never faltered for an instant in her faith in her hus- 
band, and in the greatness and success of the mission 
to which he was devoted. out pplanee.) And now we 


are here this morning to our con ions to 
Mr. Misll. (Cheers) We anna sir, 
first and foremost, upon the honourable and heroic 
pane with which you have kept true to the ideal 
of your life. Wecongratulate you on the troops of 
friends who saccompany—I will not say old age, for 
there is a good deal of vigorous in you still 
—(Cheers)—but who have gathered around you in the 
course which you have taken, until now they may be 
numbered by tens of thousands all over the country. 
Applause.) We congratulate you that you have 
ound a constituency who had the judgment to dis- 
cern your real and substantial, though not showy, 
merits; and having recognised them, have stuck by 
you until they have carried their judgment into vic- 
tory. (Appleuse.) And we ulate you, sir, 
upon the recognition which the great principle which 
you have spent your life in advocating has obtained 
in the high places of the a. Sen beyond 
your now most sanguine expecta , you are per- 
mitted to live to see these principles embodied in the 
practical legislation of this country, and you feel 
assured, as we all feel assured, that this is only the 
beginning of the end—that what hasbeen done in one 
of this United Kingdom will be done, must be 

ne, shall be done throughout the whole. (Loud 
plause.) For all these reasons, and for many others 

I could enumerate, I, on behalf of this meeting, 


and on behalf of myriads of people that are not 


presses in this meeting, but whom this meeting may 


said he did not believe there was a 


inion of him than his. He 
. almost from his youth, 
or attachment to the prin- 


object—that vow which he has since kept so con- | °%¢ *°4 


personal worth. It was not « question of this society 
or that, bat they were met to do honour to a gentle- 
man whose character they held in the highest esteem ; 


and as representing & gg tae Aadlagy we 90 

cent. were Wencsaloensiste, he not do better on 
their behalf than say Amen to everything that had 
been said by Henry Richard. (Cheers.) For many 
years he had been a reader of the Nonconformist, 
and he did not know that he had ever read it without 


- | feeling that the teachings it contained must have u 


effect not only on 
Sveaiction reached. 
sigh, and the character of Mr. Mial! 
so strongly, that even if he had 
known him personally he should hage felt bound 
ane ae ee eee eee testify his 


not been done by some Welsh constituency ; he would 
add that if the people of Wales had the freedom to 
vote as they pleased, they would in almost every case 
return Nonconformists to the House of Commons. 
(Cheers.) 

The Rev. Curistrorazr Nevite said he was a 
convert. (Laughter.) On that account he must 
throw himself on their indulgence, because converte 
were supposed to be overflo with an exuberance 
of zea). He had himeelf under the tuition of 
Mr. Carvell Williams, and had undertaken to find the 
zeal, if that gentlemen would find the judgment. Un- 
fortunately, however, there was no j ton the 
present occasion; it was a free-trade a ; anybody 
got up who liked, and the uence was that zeal 
obtained the mastery. He bear testimony to 
Mr. Miall of a different kind from what some o 
could. He (the speaker) was the head of one of the 
oldest families in the country, and bad also been « 
clergyman of the Established Church for thirty years. 
The - for ancient families were passing away, but 
he of that. The days for 
away, and 


Established clergymen were 3 


he was not very sorry for that. ughter.) He 


room that beat warmly towards Mr. . 
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th] Mr. Epwakp Mztx then rose to respond, and his 


wers thet I may have, that truth which, os 
Mr. Richard has told you this morning, 
years ago so far commanded my 


on doing what I 
. Whenever there is an oppor- 

i an Englishman can, consistently 
with his duty and his err erie help Irelend, the 


oes wrongs that we have inflicted upon that country for 
had ever centuries past ought to be a sufficient stimulus to 
him in his own , if not to the whole of his 
countrymen, to do what he can to atone for the 
with great’ I have felt that throughout my public life ; 


and I can only confess to him and to his country 
that so far as ony amount of earnestness and 


i 


and he could assure them that a of readiness to p forward such measures as 
—_ through yp fee may be conducive to the real good and 
himeelf + but all individual feeling arrives at ite full triumph in the | POV, of that kind thet can give, T shall feel, as I 
mmorged se antitaction hed the | legislation of this kingdom ; but I must say that, s0|) cu an 3 1 of the queatent plonoest 
aid of one of the most and con- | far as mere personal enjoyment is concerned, pre ea meee | amy pon hy ‘An 
sistent Mr. end himself entered | the work that one has to do in connection with that anes ) nighes sir, I hone i eany bo pamuitie’ ae 
Gucaauaes ede epveateen the —— gives higher satisfaction to the mind than ine word to the ladies who mt present. (Cheers. 
Irish Liberal members very | oven triumph iteslf. Thank God he has asso-| Whorever there is justice, there is also beauty. 
sorrow, indeed, when lost | ciated in this world the very highest en t of | Wherever the sterner sentiments are put into action 
to House of Commons ; for the sustentation or for the promotion of trath 
that interested [reland was and righteousness amongst men it is always accom- 
they were at once certain panied by those tenderer manifestations of feeling 
Mr. Miall in the that we look for from the softer sex. My election 
his aid and his Fe for Bradford is very much due to the women there. 
he respect Mr. (Applause.) They can always appreciate what is 
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those which we possess, who call ourselves the 

er a” dae teden ate yop 7 
t this morning, an 

i De = F mage ryt 


that they are to share largely in the benefits 
we propose to obtain, and that amongst 

all the members of the human family there are no 
of it that are so deeply interested in the 


‘ 
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members 
the it in prevalence of truth and justice and fair dealing be- 
—— — a man and man 4, the companion of man— 
moerety was ely woman. (Applaase.) I thank them for being 
noble —_ oa present on this occasion. I offer you my sincerest 


ssions of gratitude and, if I might say it, of 


Miall had the n. (Oheers.) And I trust that, as in the past 
pacification rish- so in the ae woman will not only grace the 
man and he for ae when it comes, but will in the perform- 
opes of ance of labour as the work goes (Mr. ffiall eat 

meny men down smidst loud applause.) 
beli ao ; Mr. Duwcaw M‘Lanew, M.P., then moved the 


. | following resolution :—“ That this meeting tenders its 
hearty thanks to the electors of Bradford for the 
pe feeling which induced them to select Mr. 

iall as one of the candidates for the representation 


: 


congratulates ¢ a the great success whi 
has attended their efforts, believing with them that 
Mr. Miall’s accession to the House of Commons will 
be of permanent advan to the highest 
interests of the nation.” He said he was quite 
sure they would all cordially agree in the resolu- 
tion, because it not only affirmed a fact, but also gave 
reasons for it. In all that had been said by the 
chairman regarding Mr. Miall he most cordially and 
rfectly agreel. Nothing could have been more 
beautifully expressed than the language in which the 


E 


: 


of wrong and chairman described the character, talents, and publi 
. ' public 
that the heart of usefulness of their distinguished friend. (Cheers.) 
her, that there was « He had known Mr. Miall ever since the time of the 
to remove all wrong, and 


Anti-Oorn Law League, and had been a regular 
reader of the Nonconformist up till the present time. 
He believed there was no paper in existence of 
ng which they — say —s contained oc pan 

; , tional matter, more of truth and solid arga- 
Providence, and thet will escomplish the end we ment. (Cheers.) He could testify to the interest 


have in view; and whenever the British people have that was taken in Edinburgh in Mr. Miall’s election ; 
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who was make | come to ive and appreciate that fulness of truth 

a demand 8 voice | that aie he the rimciples we have professed, as ae of his defeat y meee se 
of power Dillwyn, | s00n as they can ughly take home that prin- | “ree eh a 2 — ape 
Sir Joha due for | ciple to their hearts, and it fairly represents what is .- Sree be att gen fe » dapmge + Bred. 
the ish. | represented by public opinion, and not before, I hope | -° , ge sing ny to h ny ‘or Be 
He that this question will receive its settlement, (Hear, | \ro 1." PR sccag mongg — oe i an tee 
with hear.) We have no desire whatever—I speak for 7 another ; 


Bradford gentlemen t to whom they were ly 


hear.) As myself and for those friends who have so nobly sus- | . 

an) ae tained whatever little efforts I may have made— =. (Chem) . Roa. peed 4 _— 
England, he we have no desire whatever to go before public of . aad aia ied tn wee greatly ia- 
this great measure would not sccomplish all the good | opinion, save for the oo of instructing | Soited to them for their influence. He only hoped 
whi some imagined. It wasa noble instal- blic opinion—(Hear, hear)—but we wish to that Mr. Miall would carry the argument As and 
ment of justice ; it was the commencement of a great | let public opinion iteelf, stimulated by us, come to the conclusion that if their indirect influence 


conciliation ; it was thestretching out ofthe | come to that development of power that 


FF te was 80 their direct influence would be much 
legislation must follow—(cheers)—and it is not our pathos yb thea he hoped the hon. gentleman 


despaired and | desire, nor is it our design, to push forward by any 
t they must go further, pa. pone give | artificial means the triumph that we wish to achieve, — oo A give them the franchise. (Laughter 


interest in the soil of the country. | but we hope that that triumph will be achieved in 
only protect them against Mee. git the same a as the triumph which now has its ap-| Mr. Josera Srencen, of yom peor eT 
oad, avarice, but they must give them | plication to d, by the full enlightenment of the | Se0onded the resolation, which was carried by ac- 
peace and order of society; and | public ion of the three kingdoms brought consti- clamation. 
done they would be loyal, and Ireland | tutionally and legitimately to bear upon the question Mr. Intincworts, M.P., responded on behalf of 
ould be found to be the right arm of the empire.| at issue. ‘Hear, hear.) I need not my | the Liberal electors of Bradford, and said that they 
ey wanted nothing bing thanks, Iam sure, to the company for the kindness felt amply recompensed for all the trouble they had 
which was not san by God’s equity and by | with which they have already received me and the/| taken, amd the labours they had gone through, by 
4 mention of my name. I would that I could forget | being able toreturn Mr. Miall; but they also felt 
people for their s aye |, as manifested by the | my name—not that I am ashamed of it—(laughter | high hononred at having the work they bad under- 
majorities in the House of Commons, which slowed | and cheers) —but that it has been so frequently before | taken, and the victory they had achieved, recognised 
that were resolved in the name of justice, in the }the public of late that I would rather that il were, | as it had been by that assembly. They felt that it 
name of their Sovereign, and in the interests of this | for a time at least, buried in oblivion. I long to| was nota local straggle in which they were engaged, 
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great empire, that ny Spee be sup , and | get back to quiet work, and I hope that after this | bat that it was a national undertaking. They knew 
that justice should be order of the y. (Loud | meeting I may be permitted to to quiet work when they commenced that they had before them as 
applause.) —the work of advancing, by the exercise of all the ' hard work as any large constituency in the country, 
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because, unfortunately, Mr. Miall had a past. If he 
had never been heard of, they might, with their 
imprimatur, have carried him at once; bat 
they knew that his history and his writings 
would be raked up, and that everything that 
coald operate aguinst him wou!d be brought to bear. 
They connted the cost before they began, and, pro- 
bably, no constituency in the empire had so severe 
an undertaking as they had in the work which was 
now so happily consammated. They had had their 
minds set upon the matter for ten years, and when 
& vacancy occurred, they asked Mr. Miall to come 
down, telling him frankly that there was no proba- 
bility of his being returned on the first occasion ; 
bat they asked him to come, and make acquaintance 
with the constituency, in the anticipation of » new 
Parliament. It was on that condition and under- 
standing that Mr. Miall went down. They thought 
they were justified in anticipating that ander the 
new constituency their hopes would be fulfilled; but 
they were mistaken, and that because they were be- 
trayed. Some of those who onght to have stood by 
them failed then, and others, who had no political oon- 
victions, were indaced to take partin the electionon the 
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ing of their favourite candidate to Parliament, but 
that which was felt by Bradford, and by the men who 
brought Mr. Miall forward, as being a great matianal 
work which would be for the benefit of the whole 
country. (Loud cheers.) He felt with other gentle- 
men who had spoken, that the return of Mr. Miall 
did send a thrill throughout the country; that no 
member of Parliament had given so much 

satisfaction to the Liberal party, except Mr. Gladstone 
and Mr. Bright, and that no election had given eo large 
an amount of pleasure to the Liberal party as that of 
Mr. Miall. Previous to and during the time of theeleo- 
tion he himself hed received an enormous amount ef 
correspondence asking for information, and no end of 
requisitions came for telegraphic despatches from 
hour to hour on the day of election. He received 
one letter from a small shopkeeper down in Corn- 
wall, which said, “ Please send me every two hours a 
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The number of congratulations which they had re- 
ceived since the election was quite as gratifying, and he 
would add that Bradford was now just as enthu- 


An Imperial 48mo, picture wrapper, postage 1d., 


opposite side, and so Mr. Miall’s retarn was lost. | siastic as ever in favour of vr. Miall, or 
They all knew that they had been under the painfal | more so, and notwithstanding all the pain, and 
necessity of asking Mr. Baron Martin to come down trouble, and annoyance which they hed gone 
and look ihto Bradford affairs, and aadit their | through, they would, if necessary, begin again to- 
accounts, and to declare that they had been cooked 


{Laughter.) The consequence was that they started | through the same sacrifice again in order to reap the 


de novo, feeling certain that Mr. Miall would be re- | same reward. Mr. Miall’s name was now so popaler 
turned if they were only active enough to prevent ® »¢ Bradford that some of the actually 
repetiton of what had taken place at the former eleo- | christened their babies by it—(cheers laughter)— 


tion, and he would do their opponents the credit to and he had no doubt that 


, when those children grew 
way that so mach did they fear their watchfulness yp they would be ve 


proud of the name. Some- 


that they never attempted anything of a dishonowr- thing had been said about the ladies. At a 
able character, and the very figures which they had meeting the other day, a gentleman was saying 
fed Mr. Miall to believe would carry him on the first’ how much credit the men of Bradford deserved 


byt sent Mr. Miall, to wee vo 
a called out, “ Nay, ; wasn't 

eciated than was Mr, Miall by the constituemcy men, ‘twas the women who did it,” and there 
which bad sent him to Parliament, where it was most was great truth in the remark. A the most 


important that he should beat the present time. For | enthusiastic supporters of Mr. Miall were the women, 


There was no man in 


morrow, as they did a year and a half ago, and go 
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THE OPEN SECRET: 


his own part he rejoiced to be able, as a silent men- 
ber of the House of Commons, to record his vote in 
favour of the measure now before the House. 
Though comparatively a young man, he was an old 
supporter of the priociples with which Mr. Miall 


was identified, He recollected that, when he was & working women of Bradford had been exceeding! 


boy at school, bis father, who was in humble cir- 
cumatances, had the misfortune to be sammoned by 
his next-doorneighbour forthe non-paymentof Charch 
rates. He knew what a difficalty his father had in 
providing bis son with an education, and, therefore, 
it was no wonder that he should have a strong feel- 
ing against such a persecution, and he had made it 
- the object of his life, in season and out of season, to 


defend those great questions with which most of Hall, Bradford, the Monday after 


those present were identified. (Cheers.) He again 
thanked them for recognising the services of the 
Bradford electors. 


Mr, Ropert Kett, of Bradford, also responded, and 
said he simost felt called upon to do a work of supere- 
rogation after Mr. illingworth had spoken. He did 
not know that he could add anything to what that 
gentleman had already said, exeepting to say « word 
or two in order that there might be no mistake as to 
Mr. Miall’s position in Brad ord. Of course it was 

uite natural that in all ings of friends of the 
iberation Society, Mr. Miall should be looked upon 
in his relation to Bradford chiefly as a Nonconformist. 
They krew that Mr. Miall had given the greater part 
of his life to the propagation of Nonconformist prin- 
but still Bradford did not send Mr. 


cp 
and if he 
and an advocate of the separation of Church, 


and had been nothing else, he would not have had a 
chance xt Bradford. He did net wish the impres- 
sions of gentlemen on this subject to run too much 
in one groove, and therefore he made this remark 
that Mr. Miall was much more than a Nonconformist. 
He had bad the great ure of going with him 
from house to house and ward to ward in Bradford, 
and had heard many of his s es in connection 
with the election, and he did not believe there was a 
man to be found more alive to all the great general 
political questions of the day, and im fact his qualifi- 
cation for a constituency Bredford could only 
be that his mind was open, and generous, and 
liberal upon all those questions. He repeated that 


Mr. Miall was much more than s Nonconformist ; | tics of Twelve 


he was an active, s politician, and had s 
good understanding of all the great political questions 
of the times. (Cheers.) Mr. Miall had stated the 
great satisfaction which he found in his work iteelf, 
without looking to the uences of it. If work 
was 4 satisfaction to him, he must have been amply 
satisfied in the severe and arduous contest he 

had at Bradford, for, almost unknown as he was per- 
sonally to the electors, it required a deal of 
hard work to on : ns we he = ° 
taste for fighting, and he (the spea thought 

that coat thalh also have been amply gratified at 
Bradford, because he believed that a, more serious 
fight had not taken place throughout the country. 
Mach that was unpleasant was necessarily mixed 
up in « borough like theirs with a petition 
against the return of a member. He knew 
of no political situation so pseinful for a man 
to be in as that of heving thus to accuse his 
neighbour, and he could not but feel that England 
did owe something to Bradford for having gone 
through all the odium and all the painful scenes it 
had done in order to acemeen that which was not 
simply the representation of Bradford, or the send- 


’ 


: 


’ 


’ 


to Parliament simply as a Nonconformist, 
had been only s Nonconformist, | 


—_—_—_———— 


and they were now about to present him with a testi- 
monial expressive of their esteem and regard for him. 
(Cheers.) About 600/. had been collected in smal] 
sums, none of them exceeding 51, and some of them 
being down as low as threepence. (Cheers.) The 
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I must give,” and when the collecter had eaid,“ Never 
mind,” the answer had been, ‘‘Oh! but I must 
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would include presents for Mrs. and Mies Miall, 
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of women, to be held in the St. George's Jonw Monass. 
hiteuntide. The | “ We have seen and examined rot a few books intended for 


election, besides ite wider results, had been an ex- 
cellent thing for the town iteelf—namely, because in 
the struggle Mr. Miall had placed the great questions 
of the day upon the very bighest and nobledt grounds, 
and ina way which ooald not fail to do good; and 
this, he beliewed, is was which more than anything 
else had enlisted the sympathies of the women in 
their cause. He sgain thanked the meeting for 
their kindness, and expressed the pleasure they felt 
in receiving from them, as they bad done from so 
many other quarters, o ow the result 
of the in which they had been engaged 
(Loud cheers.) 

On the motion of Mr. W. Epwarps, seconded by the 
Rev. Joun PILLans, a unanimous vote of thanks 
was passed to the chairman, and the proceedings 
terminated. 
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